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No Man's Land, Southampton 


Editor's Note 


Mr Manley is” an 
attorney general of the State of 
New York. In appearing for the 
Shinnecocks on behalf of the Attor- 
ney General in King vs. Warner, 
he and David Gilmartin, Southamp- 
ton attorney who represented the 
King family, dug up considerable 
data on local history never before 
printed. 


assistant 


URING the first half of 
the nineteenth century 
many Shinnecock Indians 
moved eastward a few miles to 
their present reservation near 
Southampton village. There is 
surprisingly little record of 
this migration. The residence 
of substantial numbers of 
Shinnecocks in the vicinity of 
Ponquogue and Good Ground 
(now Hampton Bays, a mile 
west from Canoe Place) until 
the early or middle eighteen 
hundreds is attested by maps 
and local histories and other 
authentic sources. Their resi- 
dence there was unexplained 
by title documents, in fact it 
Was inconsistent with them. 
But nowhere is to be found an 
explanation of how or by what 
right so many of the Shinre- 
cock Indians had remained 
there so long, or what caused 
them to leave there and join 
their brethren on the present 
Shinnecock Reservation. 
These mysteries of local his- 
tory, and some which involve 
more directly a strip of land a 
mile long and ninety-nine feet 
wide running trom Canoe 
Place to Hampton Bays, have 
been explored within the past 
two vears in a Suffolk County 
title litigation. The suit was 
brought by Douglas” King 
against Daniel Warner and 
others to remove cloud on title 
to the long narrow strip of 
land. King lives with his fam- 
ily on part of the strip and 
claims all of it. Most conspic- 
uous among the “others” who 
were defendants were the 
Trustees of the Shinnecock 
Tribe and the “cloud” about 
which King most complained 


He, ry S. Mantle 


Was a tradition, supported by 
ancient deeds and maps, that 
the Shinnecocks were the true 
owners of the strip. 

The late Supreme Court 
Justice Thos. J-Cuff decided on 
June 12, 1953, that there is no 
statutory authority for the 
suit against the Trustees so 
the litigation is stalemated. 
No regret need be felt about 
the “technical” nature of this 
decision. Much research was 
devoted to the rights of the 
respective parties but so much 
remains unexplained that no 
decision on the merits is ap 
propriate at the present time. 
This paper merely will state 
the questions and their histori 
cal background. Perhaps a 
reader can solve some of the 
mystery. 

The Town of Southampton 
starts with patents or royal 
grants of 1676 and 1686 which 
conferred upon fifteen per- 
sons a combination of property 
and governmental rights. The 
title to the land became vested 
in those persons by the patents 
plus purchase from the Indi- 
ans. By a release of 1640 fol 


lowed by a deed in 1703 the 
Shinnecock Indians surrend- 
ered claim to all lands except 
they reserved to themselves a 
“lease” for a thousand years 
of about 3600 acres. This 
“reservation” was immediate- 
lv east of the narrow isthmus 
called Canoe Place. It included 
the Shinnecock Hills and the 
present Shinnecock Reserva- 
tion south of the Hills. 

On the face of these title 
documents it would seem that 
the Shinnecocks should not 
have been living west of Canoe 
Place after 1703 but the fact 
Was that many of them, per- 
haps most of them, were living 
there until the middle of the 
nineteenth century. 

The “Proprietors”, as the 
fifteen patentees and their 
successors in interest were 
called, occasionally allotted 
tracts among themselves and 
thus made the land individual 
private property. The Proprie- 
managed the undivided 
lands as they saw fit, with all 
the powers of ownership and 
local government, their 
sessiveness mitigated only by 
their interest in encouraging 
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yrowth of the population and 
thus increasing the value oj 
their lands. Until 1818, when 
their governing powers were 
cut down by statute as a result 
of a population which had be 
come numerous and rebellious, 
the Trustees for the Proprie 
tors, elected by them alone and 
responsible to nobody else, 
were also the governing body 
of the Town. 

The land which is in the 
strip previously mentioned can 
he identified as part of Amend- 
ment 38 in the Lower Division 
of the Quogue Purchase. This 
was allotted in 1738 to three 
Proprietors named Jagger and 
one named Howell. It was a 
trip of land running east from 
Ponquogue Road to Shinne- 
cock Bay and it contained 49 
acres. North of it, between it 
and the “Country Road”, 
which now is known as the 
Montauk Highway, was Lot 39 
containing 118 acres. 

The allotment of Amend- 
ment 38 should be the begin- 
ning of individual title to the 
strip but, as often happens 
with the ancient titles of Long 
Island, there is no recorded 
deed from the allottees and 
nobody can trace title from 
them It does not appear 
whether they ever took posses 
Amendment 88 and 
hence the strip. Perhaps the 
Shinnecocks never moved 
from the strip until 1860 or 
thereabouts. 


sion of 


Certainly many of them 
resided in this vicinity until 
1840 or even later. It is well 
authenticated that many Shin- 
necock families, perhaps the 
vreater part of the tribe, re- 
mained at Good Ground and 
thereabouts for over a cen- 
tury after Shinnecock title to 
that land had been conveyed. 
Maps as late as 1836 (Colton 
& Co. map of Long Island) 
and 1839 (plate 5 in Burr 
Atlas of N. Y. State) showed 
triangles, apparently a syvm- 
bol for wigwams or hogans, 
identified by the words “Shin- 
necock Indians”, immediatels 


nitiy 1 « ext ‘ 
( ed Kt pray 


OCTOBER 1953 








2% YES! You 


128 West Main Street 


INTEREST PAID ON THRIFT 
Start Your Account Today 


can bank by mail 
OPEN FRIDAY EVENINGS 0 TO 


THE FIRST NAT IONAL BANK 


AND TRUST COMPANY 


*" BAY SHORE 


Bay Shore, N. Y. 


mber Federal Deposit Insurance Cory atior ember Federal Reserve Systen 








Grumman Aircraft Engineering Corp'n 


Bethpage, Long Island, N. Y. 


Desiyners and Manufacturers of the 


Panther Albatross Mallard 


Airplanes 


for the S avy, the Air korce 


and Commercial Users 














BUICK 


SALES SERVICE PARTS 


Suffolk County's Largest Selection of 


GUARANTEED USED CARS 


Ande-McEwan Motors, Inc. 


Tel. Bay Shore 2 228 East Main St., 
WE BUY USED CARS FOR CASH 


Bay Shore 




















Farmingdale Federal Savings 
and Loan Association 
312 CONKLIN STREET 
First Mortgage Loans Insured Savings 
Interest 2'.% Dividend 


Phone FArmingdale 2-2000 FARMINGDALE, N.Y. 

















OCTOBER 1953 


No Man's Land 
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south from Good Ground and 
Canoe Place. The later map 
also showed them on Shinne- 
cock Neck, so if we could put 
complete trust in these maps 
we would know the approxi- 
mate date of the emigration. 
William SS. Pelletreau, an 
authority on the history of 
Southampton, wrote in 1882 
and in another history pub- 
lished in 1902 that the only 
house in Good Ground in 1800 
was that of the widow Good- 
ale, but that there were wig- 
wams until 1830 or 1850. 

A Congregational church, 
where the Reverend Paul Cuf- 
fee preached to his Shinnecock 
brethren, was built in 1791- 
1792 midway between Good 
Ground and Canoe Place, near 
the place still marked for his 
grave. The Trustees for the 
Town, who represented the 
Proprietors as previous'y men- 
tioned, contributed twenty 
pounds towards the costs of 
the Indian church on condi- 
tion that the Proprietors 
“shall have the grazing of 
Shinnecoek Neck during the 
whole of the vear 1792 without 
molestation”. (See the printed 
Trustees’ Records, Vol. I pages 
500, 514, 522. 523. 585.) The 
Reverend Cuffee died in 1812, 
the church which he founded 
fell into disrepair before 1830, 
and by 1845 its site was grown 
up to bushes and trees. But 
the Reverend William Benja- 
min was Congregational minis- 
ter to the Shinnecocks at some 
church at Canoe Place from 
1827 until his death in 1860. 
(See Prime’s History of Long 
Island, PEy,. 178; 207, 
111. See also a mss. by Rev. 
James Y. Downs possessed by 
the Peonypacker Long Island 
Collection, East Hampton.) 

What became of the “Cuf- 
fee” church building, and 
what building Reverend Ben- 
jamin used when he preached 
10 the Shinnecocks at Canoe 
Place until 1860, are matters 
of surmise. Abigail Fithian 
Halsey, in an article in the 
Long Island Forum for July 
1945, said that the church 
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organized on the present 
ervation in 1847 and still ac- 
tive there used part of the 
old “Cuffee” church building, 
moved across the Bay on the 
ice. She had good authority 
for that statement and she 
seems to have been equally 
right in saving that the little 
chapel which still 
Canoe Place Road was the 
other part of the ‘“Cuffee’’ 
church. Upon the latter point 
Pelletreau can be cited against 
her, because he said in 1882 
that the chapel was built under 
the auspices of the Long 
Island Presbytery in 1819. 
Prime, on the other hand, said 
in 1845 that a Presbyterian 
church was organized in 1819 
but had no house of worship 
and soon became extinct. Cer- 
tainly the records of the Pres- 
byterian Historical Society at 
Philadelphia are silent about 
any church built at Canoe 
Place in 1819 or thereabouts 
with Presbyterian funds. 
Tentatively, it is concluded 
that the little chapel now on 
Canoe Place Road once was 
part of the “Cuffee’” church, 
and also that it stood, about 
1830-1860, on the strip previ- 
ously mentioned. In fact, the 
histories of the strip and the 
little chapel were oddly inter- 
related for a number of years. 
The earliest mention thus 
far found that the Shinne- 
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cocks were the reputed owners 
of the strip of land is a deed 
in 1810 from Elias Culver to 
Samuel Bishop. The land con- 
veyed was the western part of 
Lot 39, at the southeast cor- 
ner of Montauk Highway and 
Ponquogue Road. The south- 
erly boundary of that land was 
described as “south by Indian 
Amendment’. Pelletreau, 
writing in a 1902 history of 
Long Island, took notice of 
this description and said: 
“This shows that Amendment 
No. 58 must have been pur- 
chased by the Shinnecock 
tribe or members of it before 
1810." Certainly there are a 
dozen deeds of various dates 
from 1810 to 1900 conveying 
various parcels north or south 
from the strip, some at its east 
end and some at the west, and 
each describes the appropriate 
boundary by referring to the 
strip as “Indian land” or some 
similar form of words. Most 
specific is a deed of 1838 from 
Hervey Danes to James War- 
ner which says ‘north by the 
Indian land which is six rods 
wide”. As previously men- 
tioned, the disputed strip is 
ninety-nine feet or six rods 
from north to south. 

In 1848 a map was made by 
Jonathan Fithian, who seems 
to have been concerned prima- 
rily with surveying and map- 
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ping an easterly part of Lot 
3o9. He identified the property 
south of it by the words ‘‘In- 
dian land’, and on it he drew 
a building deseribed with the 
word “Indian Meeting 
House’. The place indicated is 
on the strip and is about four 
hundred feet west from Canoe 
Place Road. There has been no 
building there for many years 
but the vestiges of an. old 
graveyard still be seen. 
The are fallen 
and most of them are so dam- 
that their inscriptions 
cannot be read. Two that can 
be pieced together and read 
the graves of Mary 
Cuffee (1783-1855), who was 
the wife and widow of Noah 
Cuffee (1778-1852), and of 
their on Absolom (1826 
PR58). Noah Cuffee is believed 
to have been a son of Reverend 
Paul Cuffee and was a leader 
of the for many 
Vears 

Among witnesses who 
testified Mr. Justice 
Cuff in the King litigation was 
Charles Bunn. He was 8&6 
vears old when he. testified 
and he had less than a year to 
live. He was a grand old man, 
feeble in body but strong in 
mind and integrity. He had 
lived on the Reservation all 
his life His father was 
drowned in the Circassian dis- 
aster in 1876. He and _ his 
father and grandtather had 
served as trustees of the tribe 
and he had known very well its 
notable members in the 
eighty vears. He _ testi- 
fied about the traditions he 
had from members of the 
tribe previously deceased, and 
said the tribe had a church on 
the strip which was used for 
public religious services be- 
fore L859, and it was moved 
off one night by the owner of 
the land north of it. 

Another witness in the liti- 
Mrs. Leonice Haw- 
kins of East Hampton, who 
was born in 1862 and lived as 
a girl in the locality involved, 
that the little chapel 
Canoe Place Road is 
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the same building as the 
“meeting house” which stood 
when she was a girl on the 
strip or immediately north of 
it. However she testified that 
in the period she remembered 
the church was attended by 
white people rather than Indi 
‘that may well be, be 
cause it is probable that about 
1870 the church did not stand 
on the strip, and neither did it 
stand close by the highway as 
at present. Beers’ Atlas of 
Suffolk County, published in 
1873, shows a church which 
must be this but is in 
neither of those locations. It 
is as far west from Canoe 
Piace Road as is indicated by 
the old graveyard and Fithi 
map, but it is slightly 
north from the strip. 

In 1859 a long history of 
ditterences between the Shin- 
necock Tribe and the Proprie- 
tors was settled. The Shinne 
cocks were authorized by the 
Legislature to surrender thei 
leasehold interests in Shinne 
cock Hills and the Proprietors 
conveyed to them in fee thei 
present 
100 acres on Shinnecock Neck 
It is fairly clear that it was not 
the imminence of the vear 
2703, when thei would 
end, but a long series of intru- 
sions by their white neighbors, 
supposedly justified by unila- 
teral interpretation of their 
leasehold rights, that caused 
the Shinnecocks to surrender 
the greater part of their lands. 
Incidentally the Long Island 
Railroad, built through the 
Hills a dozen years later, was 
already being planned and ap 
peared as a “projected” line on 
at least one map published in 
LS). 


ans. 


one 


alls 


reservation olf about 


lease 


Jonathan Fithian (1796 
1865) took an active part on 
behalf of the Proprietors in 
procuring Shinnecock agree- 
ment to the 1859 transaction 
He was one of the foremost 
citizens of Southampton, who 
long held the offices of town 
clerk, supervisor, justice of the 
peace and school superintend 
ent. He was particularly well 
informed on titles and Shinne 
cock matters. Because of those 
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Balloon ‘Rescue of 1856 


AGAIN I turn to Miss 
Emily’ Smith’s  scrap- 
book and read of an exciting 
rescue at sea nearly 100 vears 
ago. Mr. Mount who wrote it 
up some years later said he 
had just come across it writ- 
ten down as the captain had 
told it to him at the time. 

In the year 1856 J.M. Morat, 
balloonist, and John Kelly, 
exchange broker, decided to 
buy a balloon. It was said to be 
the largest ever launched in 
America. It measured 64 feet 
from top to bottom and 33 feet 
in diameter when inflated. 

It was launched in the yard 
of the old House of Refuge at 
25th St. and East River, 
turned into a beer garden. It 
was cut loose and set sail for 
the skies at 4.50 one after- 
noon early in December in the 
vear 1856. The balloon flew 
over New York at. several 
hundred feet but the wind be- 
ing west they headed _ for 
Matinecock Point. 

They deflated the balloon, 
but made a mistake in their 
calculations and landed in the 
Sound. As the wird drove the 
balloon Morat and Kelly were 
dragged along in the car wet 
and half frozen. Fortunately, 
the schooner Corbulo of Port 
Jefferson, Captain John 
Christie of East Setauket in 
command, was near and here 
is the story in Captain Chris- 
tie’s words: 

The men on deck at the time 
ran forward out of the way, 
until we learned what it was. 
The appearance was large but 
not dangerous. It rolled by the 
stern of the schooner, the half 
frozen strangers crying for 
assistance, which I rendered 
at once. 

I got the boat down and 
went after them and soon got 
to the big gas bag. I told the 
men to get in the boat and I 
would take them on board and 
land them at New haven, 
Conn. Mr. Morat said he 
would like to save the balloon 
as it had cost him $3000 and it 
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was his first trip in it. I told 
him I was not prepared to stay 
long. 

I had just come out of the 
cabin and was bareheaded and 
footed too. It was my watch 
below at the time. He emptied 
the bag of sand, the balloon 


commenced to rise, so made 


the boat’s painter fast to the 
lines that held the balloon fast 
to the car, and got in to see the 
“Elephant”. 

It commenced to breeze up 


and away the balloon went 
across the Sound about ten 
feet from the water and tow- 
ing the boat faster than the 
schooner could to do at her 
best. We landed at New 
Rochelle beach all cold, and a 
long way from my vessel. 

They felt quite pleased 
after they got on shore, to be 
rescued from the situation 
they were in. 

They talked about paying 
me for my trouble, for saving 
their lives. I charged them 
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“Rufus King, 


N the llth of May 1787 
Rutus King traveled to 
Philade!tphia from New York 
taking a seat in the conven- 
tiou Which tramed our Fede:al 
Constitution. He was on a com- 
mittee of five appointed to 
“revise the style of and ar- 
range the articles” already 
determined for inciusioa in the 
new document. He was prom- 
inent, among other matters, in 
the settlement of the questions 
regarding state representa- 
tions in the national legisia- 
ture complicated by the prob- 
lem of slave population. He 
Was 352Z at the tine. 

After affixing his signature 
to the Constitution, he re- 
turned to Massachusetts 
where he was appointed to the 
State Convention. Here con- 
frouted with vehement antag- 
onism toward ratification of 
the Constitution, his persua- 
sive oratory proved most et- 
fective. He is accredited with 
procuring his state’s affirma- 
tive vote. 

The following vear we find 
him again living in New York. 
Then in 1789 he became a 
representative from New York 
City in the State Assembly but 
not for long. 

Because of his stand for the 
Constitution and his respect 
for the ideals of Federalism, 
he was elected that summer 
one of the first two U.S. Sena- 
tors from New York. His asso- 
ciate was General Schuyler. 

Senator King took his seat 
July 25th. He was re-elected in 
1795. In this office he was 
instrumental in establishing 
the country’s financial status. 
He also. staunchly upheld 
Washington in the conte ition 
caused by Genet. 

With Alexander Hamilton 
and John Jay he wrote the 
Camillus papers in defense of 
Jay’s treaty with England. 

Because of his position on 
this treaty which had called 
forth criticism of him as mon- 
archial in opinions, Washing- 


CONCLUDED 


Marion F. Overton 
ton was at first hesitant about 
granting his request to go to 
Iingland as minister. Recog- 
nizing the defects in the 
treaty, Mr. King was eager to 
assist with their removal in 
that country. The President, 
aware of the Senator’s true 
worth, eventually agreed to 
send him to Great Britain as 
Envoy Extraordinary and 
Minister Plenipotentiary. 
Sailing June 20, 1796 on the 
vessel “James”, he arrived at 
his post July 23rd with his 
wife, four sons, and his young- 
est brother Cyrus, who served 
a year as his secretary. 
Ambassador King, first to 
fill that trying position after 
the Revolution, served with 
distinction under three Presi- 
dents. He lived for most of the 
time in Great Cumberland 
Place. His John and 
Charles, enrolled at Harrow. 
Communications with 
America being what they were 
without cable or steamship, he 
often had to make urgent 
decisions himself that proved 
again his exceptional ability. 
Only highlights of 
vears can be given here. Ove 
important accomplishment 
was the arrangement, accord- 
ing to Secretary John Mar 
shall’s instructions, of the pro- 
cedure of paying debts and 
claims, an issue of the Revolu- 
tion. Another was the aid 
given Lafayette then impris- 
oned by Austria because of his 
refusal to fight against his 
own country. 
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Near the end of his tenure 
when England and I rance 
were at war, Rufus King 
ted President Jefferson 
in acquiring Louisiana from 
the latter. 
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His final act of diplomacy 
was an unsuccessful endeavor 
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“Patriot 


Better than anything which 
one might attempt to say 
respecting the attainments of 
our ambassador was” King 
George the Third’s reply to the 
former's last words to him. ‘1 
must say Mr. King, that I am 
sorry for your departure. | 
know nothing of the character, 
indeed I do not know the name 
of your successor, but be he 
who he may I fear | shall have 
reason to regret your absence; 
for your conduct here has been 
so entirely proper as to 
have given me perfect satis- 
faction ... 1 wish for friend- 
ship and a constant good un- 
derstanding with America.” 

During the vears in England 
Mr. King had been forced to 
rely on his own resources to 
eke out his government's al- 
lowance, Now to meet the cost 
of his passage home, as well 
as a protection against  pir- 
ates, he asked President Jef- 
ferson for a frigate. The re- 
quest being refused, he hired 
the ship, “John Morgan”, for 
the return passage in 1803 
after an absence of seven 
years. Leaving sons behind 
at Harrow, the Kings boarded 
ship along with books, furni- 
ture, carriages, and 
a cow! 

Back in America, Rufus 
King was saddened by the 
death of his friend, Alexander 
Hamilton. 

Going more deeply into poli- 
tics, though rarely on his own 
initiative, King was destined 
to suffer a number of defeats. 
In “Public Men of the Revolu- 
tion”, William Sullivan classes 
him as “not a party leader but 
a leader of measures”. In 1804 
as running mate for C. C. 
Pinckney, he lost the Vice- 
Presidency. Again he lost that 
office in 1808. In 1816 James 
Monroe defeated him badly 
for the Presidency. 

In 1813 he was again elected 
to the U. S. Senate when hav- 
ing previously been opposed to 
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Rufus King, 


Patriot 


} 
the War of 1812, he loyally 
upported the administration 
Three of his sons were in se} 
vice 

Ile returned to the Senate 
in 1816, and during that term 
was notabie for his opposition 
to the Missouri Compromise 
He rejected another term in 
1824 

Through the courtesy of 
Miss Doggett, Librarian for 
the Long Island Collection in 
the Queens Borough Public 
Library in Jamaica, I was 
privileged to read several of 
the Senator’s letters in manu- 
cript. ‘These are not included 
in the “Life and Correspond- 
ence of Rufus King.” 

One addressed to Governor 
Worthington from George 
town, 1). C. and dated “Feb. 5 
1X16” has a time'y paragraph 
in the light of present day 
lederal budgets. I quote: “*Be- 
fore the war 10 Millions annu- 
ally was deemed an abundant 
Revenue and was commen 
surate to our Expenditures 
Now it is proposed to establish 
a permanent Revenue of 25 
Millions annually this is 
prodigious Increase! 

It was in 1805 that Rufus 
King became a Long Islander. 
Before leaving for England he 
had sold his double house on 
Broadway to Mr. John Jacob 
Astor, and occupied another 
on his return. Desiring a home 
removed from both business 
and politics, he bought a 
country November 20, 
1805 Christopher 
Smith 

We have a description of 
this purchase in a letter to his 
sons then in Paris. “It is about 
12 miles from town, at Jama- 
ica on Long Island. The house 
is not fashionable, but = con- 
venient, the outhouse good, 
and the Grounds consisting of 
about 50 Acres, sufficient to 
give me Pasture for my Cows 
and hay for my Horses. In 
addition there is at half a 
mile distance between thirty 
and forty acres of Woodland 
In the village of Jamaica is a 
Church and Post Office, and 
family supplies are plentiful 


place 
from Mr 


: A Stage goes and returns 
every day between Jamaica 
and Brookline, the town on 
Long Island opposite to New 
York, between which there is 
a Ferry. Long Island is the 
finest sporting country per- 
haps in America.” 

Today the din of city traffic 
together with the clamor of 
Long Island trains is in sharp 
contrast with the peace ¢ 
Jamaica of that era. Lines of 
stores are within a_ ball 
throw of the capacious home 
stead. The quiet park alone 
convinces one that time was 
when a man planted his tre°s 
and laid out his gardens thers 

The house built before our 
Revolution was extensive'y a 
tered by its new owner. In 
1897 New York City bought 
the land for a park. The Vil- 
lage of Jamaica’ purchased 
the building from the heirs; 
and in 1900 the King Manor 
Association was organized “To 
perpetuate the memory of a 
family long and honorably 
connected with local and 
national history.” 

“King Manor” is virtually 
stripped of its namesake's 
antiques from 
other L. I. families having re 
placed them. One can, how 
ever, savor the atmosphere of 
its past by simply standing at 
the doorway ot the library 
wherein the Senator's book- 
cases still meet the ceiling on 
three sides of the room. 
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This country home was in- 
deed a haven for Rufus King 
on his return from the Senate 
But the traveling was ardu 
ous. He wrote of one fatiguing 
drive with his wife = from 
Jamaica to Washington made 
the more difficult by the ill 
ness of one of their horses. 

From the windows of “King 
Manor” in his time, he wa 
able to see the stone on hi 
wife’s grave in the church- 
vard. Her loss June 5, 1819 
when she was 40 was a severe 
one to him who was to live un- 
til April 29, 1827 

I have stood beside both 
The plain’ marble 
stones, according to his wish, 
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No Man’s Land 
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facts it is significant that he 
took the acknowledgment of 
the Shinnecock Trustees when 
they executed a deed of 
December 15, 1860, to Samuel 
H. Mulford. The deed conveyed 
the west six acres of the strip, 
west of the present Gravel 
Hill Road which was. then 
called “Danes Path’. It was a 
full covenant deed, including 
a covenant that the grantors 
as Trustees were the lawful 
owners of the premises 
granted. 

Three vears later Mulford, 
having recently disposed of his 
other lands which adjoined 
these on the south, reconveyed 
this part of the strip to a 
Trustee for S860, which was 
the same consideration recited 
in the earlier deed. These two 
deeds were never recorded and 
they were discovered in the 
course of the King litigation 
under circumstances to be 
stated hereafter. 

For purposes of telling the 
known facts about the strip 
we now come to what may be 
regarded as a third period. 
The first period is 1708. to 
1810 and we know. nothing 
about the strip then except 
allotment of 1738, set 
against the background of two 
divergent facts the Shinne- 
had deeded the entire 
area in 1703 but had remained 
in this vicinity. The facts 
dimly to be seen in the period 
1810-1863 all favor the Shin- 
necock tradition that they 
owned and possessed the strip 
and had a church and grave- 
vard on the east part of it. We 
now come to the period 1865- 
1919, when Marearet Brooker 
King resided on the strip in a 
house which stood on the west 
side of Place Roed, a 
few hundred feet east from 
the graveyard. 


the 


cocks 


Canoe 


She was born in the neigh- 
borhood in 1842, so she was 
23, vears old in 1865, when she 
was living in the house with 
Abraham Cuffee. Presumab!\ 
they were married. He was a 
Shinnecock, first mate on a 
Whaling vessel, and he died in 


1866 in the Pacific. The King 
family preserves a letter Abra- 
ham wrote Margaret before 
he embarked on his last cruise, 
mostly about household 
penses and his money in 
bank and messages for her 
relatives. After Abraham’s 
death Margaret continued to 
live in the house on the strip 
with their daughter, named 
Abaret trom a combination of 
their first names. Abaret died 
when she was seven or eight 
vears old. 

Margaret Brooker appears 
to have added King to her 
name about 1870. She and 
Daniel King had three sons. 
Charles, the intermediate one 
of these, was born in 1873. He 
became the father of Douglas 
King. Since 1870, and perhaps 
earlier, the name of Margaret 
Brooker King has_ signified 
some peculiar interest in the 
strip, but the origin or nature 


exX- 


the 


Paul Cuffee at 
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of the interest is unknown ex- 
cept for the few facts already 
stated. 

When the house was built 
and who built it we do not 
know from any evidence that 
is legally acceptable. A descen- 
dant of the Cuffee family, now 
a teacher ina Brooklyn school, 
had it as a tradition from her 
grandmother, born in 1830, 
that when the grandmother 
was a girl her family lived on 
the strip in a wigwam, which 
burned, and then they lived 
nearby while the house was 
built on the strip. According 
to that tradition the house was 
built by the Cuffee-Adair 
family about 1840. There are 
numerous indications, 
of them documentary, that the 
Cuffee family was recognized 
as having special rights to the 
east part of the strip, probably 
as Shinnecock allottees. 


some 
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In 1873 and 1875 the strip 
was conveyed by deeds. These, 
unlike the deeds of 1860 and 
1X63, were recorded. The first 
was a Warranty deed from the 
Shinnecock Trustees to Elisha 
King. He was a well known 
local businessman who lived 
on adjoining property and he 
seems to have been no relative 
of Daniel King or Margaret 
Brooker King. Two years after 
he acquired title to the strip 
he quit-claimed to Ursula 
Adair of Westport, Connecti- 
cut. She was a descendant of 
the Cuffee family. 

These original deeds, also 
the 1860 and 1863 unrecorded 
a letter of 1876 refer- 
ring to an unsuccessful at- 
tempt to have Mrs. King re- 
moved from the house, and a 
fire insurance policy on it in 
1899 for $500 to Mrs. Adair, 
were among papers preserved 
by Mrs. Adair and her descen- 
dants. The unrecorded deeds 
were uncovered in the course 
of the recent litigation in the 
files of a Riverhead attorney 
with whom Mrs. Adair’s de- 
scendants had left them about 
1920. A letter of 1923 from one 
descendant to another at least 
casts some light on what they 
believed about Mrs. King’s 
interest in the strip: 

“The tribe sold it to 

Elisha King, then Grand- 

mother Adair bought it 

of Elisha King. The King 
or Booker woman claimed 
to have married Abr. Cuf- 
fee, and thence bad a life 
right in the property. 
Inclosed is a letter from 
David Bunn [a Shinne- 
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TOOMEY’S GIFTS 
85 Main St BAY SHORE 


253 W. Main St. Smithtown Branch 


Towle 














father of 
proving 
rent to 


cock Trustee, 

Charles Bunn] 

that paid 

him.” 

That is about all, except 
that the 1873 deed was not 
authorized by statute, so if 
the Shinnecocks really owned 
the strip, as the deed war- 
ranted, they still own it. The 
official maps of the Town 
identify the strip by the words 
“Heirs of M. King or Indian 
land”. Hyde’s Atlas of 1902 
and 1916 flatly said ‘‘Shinne- 
cock Indians.” 

Mrs. King died in 1919. 
Whether she paid any taxes 
is uncertain but commencing 
in 1896 the easterly six acres 
of the strip was assessed 
against her for about $500. 
Her sons never saw fit to build 
anything on the strip and 
there were several tax sales. 
The five acres west of Gravel 
Hill Road first appeared on 
the assessment roll in 1940, 
six vears after Douglas King 
built a house there. His uncle, 
James Selah King, lived in the 
old house further east until 
his death in 1942, and after 
that Douglas King tore down 
the old house. 

Can any reader add to our 
knowledge of why the Shinne- 
cock Indians remained in the 
vicinity of this strip until the 
middle of the nineteenth cen- 
tury, and by what right they 
occupied the strip and claimed 
to own it? 


she 
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Samuel Dayton’s Descendants 
E.G.T 
for the descendants of Samuel Day 

, son of Ralph Dayton of Eng 
land. Is it any help that Vol. 1 of 


the Southampton Town Records has 


In the July Forum asks 


everal Samuel 
Ralph? 
“May 16th, 1648 Samuel Dayton 
habitant and 
ven a fifty pound lot provided he 
was of good approbation as at 
where he formerly lived.” 


notes on and 


Was accepted as an 1 


ishing 
1, page 50. 
Samuel had wife Medlin who with 
consent sold to John Howell 
r acres of land Dec. 12, 1656. 
Vol. 1, page 135 
Ralph Dayton was dead by Sept 
, 1658 when his will was brought 
nto Court. Vol. 1, page 123. 

They lived at North Sea (South 
ampton town) for years before this 
Hedges’ History of East Hampton 
has an account of the Dayton fam 


»> 


Wy 

“May 6th, 1648. Thomas Robin 

son was accepted as an inhabitant 

and given a fifty pound lot.” South 

ampton Town Records, Vol. 1, page 

19 

Mrs. Benjamin L. Baird, 

Southampton 








**The Fame Behind the Name’ 


HARDER 


Extermination Service, Inc. 
Termite Control, Mothproof- 
ing and all other services 


Phone Nearest Office 

HU ntinggton 4-2304 
HE mpstead 2-s90€ 
Southamptor 16 


Stony Brook 0917 


tehogue 2100 
erhead 294 
at n 2020 
port 4 
Kenneth Harder Robert Troup 


President Vice-President 




















SUNRISE 
M Assapequa 6-4220 


WORK CLOTHES AND PAINTS 
BUILDING AND GARDENING TOOLS 
DESKS, TYPEWRITERS, Ete. 


Suffolk Surplus Sales 


HIGHWAY, MASSAPEQOUA 


East 
Cc. A. Woehning 














DRY CLEANING 


RUG CLEANING 








Amitqville Laundry 


FUR STORAGE 


AMITYVILLE 4-3200 
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Balloon Rescue 


Continued from Page 187 


nothing, but left it to their 
generosity to give something 
for saving the balloon. Mr. 
Kelly gave me four dollars of 
current money (I have it vet) 
and promised to give more. | 
have never seen it vet. 

I got to my vessel about 
two o'clock in the morning, 
after a hard night’s rowing. 
I had left Virginia with a load 
of oysters bound for Fair 
Haven, Conn., the first land 
till I fetched up at New 
Rochelle in a balloon. I do not 
think there are many seafar- 
ing men who have had a voy- 
age of that kind. They gave 
me a good puff in the dailvs 
for my kindness, and I got a 
cold that lasted me all winter. 

Mrs. George Sawyer, Cap- 
tain Christie’s granddaughter, 
tells me that the four coins 
were foreign, French perhaps, 
and that they are still kept 
in memory of his gallant res- 
cue and his wild ride across 
the Sound. 


Rufus King, Patriot 
Continued on page 192 
record only dates of birth and 

death. 

In 1825, President John Q. 
Adams appointed Rufus King 
minister again to the Court 
of St. James. His son, John 
Alsop, later Governor of New 
York, accompanied him = as 
Secretary of the Legation. 
They arrived June 26th. Weak 
from a rough voyage, the 
father found the burden of 
discussing claims for indem- 
nity by England too much for 
him. Resigning his post in a 
few months and leaving his 
son temporarily as charge d’- 
affaires, he returned to the 
land he had served so well. 

The vear remaining he 
passed with two servants at 
Jamaica, but he died in New 
York. “He died,” wrote histor- 
ian Sullivan, “after a serene 
life which had never been 
marked by a quarrel nor an 
imputation. ... There is not a 
man of greater integrity than 
Rufus King.” 


This man of faith as well as 
works could contemplate with 
unconcern the truth expressed 
on the sundial at “King Man- 
or’: “They (the years) pass 
away and are reckoned against 
us.” 


Historie Oyster Bay 


Mi Frances 
Oyster Bay, 


Historic 
first published in 1926, 


Irvin's 


has been reissued in revised and 


enlarged form. Miss Irvin is a lead 
ibject, having 
Horton 
Bay 
History 


Ing aulhority on the s 
in collaboration with H. P 
compiled a chapter on Oyster 
town for Bailey’s L. | 
(1949) 

As the pamphlet is being distri 
buted Ly Raynham Hall, this second 
edition, gives a very complete his 
tory of this old time mansion of the 
Townsend family. It also pays trib 
ute to President Theodore 
velt whose Oyster Bay homestead 
Sagamore Hill, where he died in 
1919, now maintained as a 
national shrine 26th Presi 
dent 

The pamphlet, 
and excellently 
duced at the 


plant 


Roose 


to oul 


illustrated 
was pro 
Bay Guardian 


well 
printed, 
Oyster 


Albino Blue Heron 


Denton 


Forum with 


Julian 
in the 


I have followed 
Smith’ 


tories 


t 


al interest for like him I am 


ted in the natural history of 


LONG ISLAND FORUM 


Long Island, especially the bird 


life. Which prompts me to ask him 
through your columns if he ever 
saw an albino blue heron. 

I was of the that 


young blue herons were white, and 


impression 


so never thought of being a 
albino until I learned differ 
from Gerald V. Hollins of 
Islip, a real student of wild life in 
that part of the island some fifty 
and more ago. In 1901 he 
wrote as follows of the albino blue 
heron: 


one 
real 
ently 


years 


habitat 
extending 


His general 
swamplands, 


was Islip’ 
from the 
beach to far inland as noted at the 
South Side Sportsmens’ Club. 

All their endeavors to trap, shoot 
or capture failed, and for me, ditto 
I would hide until after sundown 
when Blue Herons came in num 
bers, to await the Albino. His saya 
city was more than canny. No one 
over a period of 15 years ever got a 
chance, but me. 

After I do believe 20 years, I was 
walking on “Meadow Farm” mea 
dow, in deep snow when, to my sur 
prise, in a shal'ow ditch was my 
bird. Not over 40 feet from me and 
1 with a 10 guage gun. 

I have seen frightened birds, so 
scared they were at a loss whether 
to fly or not. Mr. Albino and I stood 
and looked at each other. Whether 
he knew me, I can’t say. I hope he 
did. I took off my hat, put down 
my gun and wished him Godspeed 
I never saw or heard from him 
again. 


A.T.T., Hempstead 
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Dividends 
on Your 


at Bay Shore Federal Savings 


@ Bio Dividends compounded semi-annually 


@ Your savinus are insured up to Slo a00 


SHORE FEDERAL SAVINGS 


and Loan Association 
134 West Main St. 


MEMBER FEDERAL HOME 


ORE EEDERAT > 
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“nd Loan Aseocration 


Bay Shore, N. Y. 


LOAN BANK 
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Dutch Exhibition Open and all from the rrapt 


ollection and Library 


lraphagen, found 


f th chool, 


October 2 

Praphayer 
oadway (at 52d St.), New 
{i readers of the LONG ISI 
FORUM are cordially invite 


tend There i no adm 


Y 


AND 











Auto Radiators Repaired, Recored and Boiled Out 
Electric Motors—Rewinding and Rebuilding 


AMITYVILLE BATTERY & IGNITION SERVICE, Inc. 


Broadway and Avon Place Phones 1174 - 2095 Amityville 
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Nassau Suffolk 


LUMBER & SUPPLY 


Seven Convenient Locations 


on Long Island 














Village House 
\rts, Cratts, Americana 
Museum of the 
Oysterponds Historical 
Society at Orient, L. 1. 

lL to October 31 
vs. Thursdays 
and Sundays 


I \d 
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AMITY RADIO 
For Quality Service on TV 
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AMITY AUTO SALES 
Chevrolet Agency 


tor Sales and Service 








Parts and Accessories 
Merrick and County Line Roads 
bel. AMityville 4-0909-4-0910 
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Valentine Hicks Home 


In reply to O. S., Jericho in Oy- 
ster Bay town has a number of old 
historic old homes, among them that 
of Elias Hicks, founder of the Hick- 
site Quakers. The Hicks farmhouse 
stands on the west side of the 
Hicksville cross-island highway and 
is now owned and occupied by the 
family of F. M. Selchow. 

Diagonally across the highway 
from the Hicks home where Elias 
died in 1830 at the age of 8&2 still 
stands the one time home of the 
Quaker preacher’s son-in-law, Val- 
entine Hicks (Hicks married a 
Hicks). This building has been an 
antique shop fer some years and 
time and again it has been called the 
home, even the birthplace, of Elias 
whose place of birth is known no 
more definitely than that it was 

omewhere in Hempstead town, 
possibly near the Rockaways. 

A rather complete biographical 
sketch of “Elias Hicks, First Hick- 
site Quaker” was given by H. P. 
Horton in the January 1948 L. I. 
Forum 


Pirate Thomas Tew 


The following article was written 
by the Forum editor some years ago 
for his syndicated newspaper col- 
umn 

One infamous pirate of the 17th 
century who was no stranger to 
Long Island and of whose exploits 
we have not yet told, was Thomas 
Tew. He came of a highly respected 
Rhode Island family, his grand- 
father Richard Tew having led 
the settlement of Newport in that 
province in 1640. As a matter of 
fact, Thomas himself enjoyed the 
respect of his fellow residents of 
Newport during his early manhood. 
As with so many seafaring men of 
his day, his downfall began with 
being granted a commission to op- 
erate as a privateersman. This was 
in 1691 and with four other highly 
esteemed gentlemen of Rhode 
Island he purchased the sloop 
Amity, equipped it for naval com 
bat and, himself in command, pro 
ceeded against French shipping. 

The next heard of Thomas Tew 
was that he had joined forces with 
the mysterious Captain Mission 


yt ied next page 
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@ Cold Spring Harbor to 
Gsreenport 


OVER 30 YEARS! 
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am VaR 
Hey steel oo 
a} sasas 
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of Valentine Hicks, Jericho 


Phe khas Hicks Home, Jericho 
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4-0420 Blue Point, New York 


LONG ISLAND 


is located advantageously for light industry. 
Its suburban and rural areas offer ideal living 


conditions. 


Independent Textile Dyeing Co., Inc. 


FARMINGDALE, N. Y. 
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Pirate Thomas Tew 


} 


recently founded the 
Libertatia on the 
ascar in South Af 
m was employed in 
from ships engaged 
lave traffic 
oOoK to ] ibe Y 
them free citizer 
the same time tal 
ors along a 
latter, however, 
a reserve of mar 
Ip which Mi sion 


ed from time to 


rrned to America, | 
activities he was 
vreat benefactor and 
no difficulties in estab 
ide relations between New 
and Libertatia. That he visited 
and there paid the 
or the loop Amity the ft 1] 
of their investment al 
to his popularity It 
visit that Tew stopped 
off the south shore of 
!and took their cargoc 
ome of their able sea 


ion that the so-callec 


l 1 
* was not all he claimed 
to vain credence wher 
e actions reached New 
», at tn juncture 

Benjamin Fletcher e1 

Tew as a guest of honor 
rubernatorial mansion in 

. Which temporarily pre 
latter’s prestige. When 
men criticized Fletcher 
r was that if he failed 

ow hospitality to “these pi 

they might take their trade 

ome other port Soon there 
after, Tew left New York with a 
hipload of merchandise bound for 
Libertatia sJeside merchandise, it 

hip, the Frederis k, al 
carried arms and used them to 
yood purpose against a Moorish 
merhantman which he captured 
ind took to Libertatia 

Upon his return to New Yorl 
ome time later, the audacious Tew 
wore the uniform of “the high Ad 
miral of the Libertatia Navy.” 


eems, hi 


Scarcely had he arrived, however, 
when word reached America that 
he h;: fled the African colony be 
tive population had re 

d murdered his partner 

Mission. Thereafter, Tew 

his activities to the ship 

e Atlantic, alternat 

’ '  privateering 

for which he 


to hold a commission, 
eriod of piracy. On one of 


expeditions he was killed 


the spring’ of 1695 








SWEZEY FUEL CO. 
Coal and Fuel Oils 
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Holland Dutch Ancestry 


I have enjoyed reading 
very much although my 
with Long Island cor 
interest In its history 
that my ancestor we! 
Dutch and settled in 
1660. They have been 
upstate New Yorl 
1800's 

Charles ¢ Vorh 
srooktondale N. ¥ 


We have enjoyed reading 
wonderful and interesting 
for a long time. F. E 
Riverhead 
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AMITYVILLE DAIRY, Inc 


AMITYVILLE 
ROCKVILLE CENTRE 
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For Prompt and 
Efficient Service 
Phone or Write 
LINCOLN 
LAUNDRY 


Wyvandanch Ave Babylon 


lel. BAbylon 6-0259 

















WALTER A. SAXTON 
Vier P lent 
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PA last 110th Street 


New York City 
L¥high 4-20 








JOHN I 


NICHOLSON 
President 


Nicholson & Galloway 
Established 1849 
Roofing and Waterproofing 


Cedar Sw amp Ro: 


Bre OKVE A | 
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Wdere’s why il pays to buy 


(5AS 


clothes dryer 


am automatic 


A Gas dryer saves time, work, clothes. Lets 
you Wash any time, even at night. Dries clothes 
in minutes, gently, evenly, automatically. Come 
see a demonstration of one of the top brands, 
FREE installation —if you act now! 














“Wuch, much fluffier towels” 


They're tumble-tossed in a current of 


warm air, come out fluffy and wonderfully 
sweet-smelling. 








“T buy far fewer children’s clothes now” 


You buy Ie because a 

Gas dryer makes it easy to 
wash more often. It's so speedy 
it dries clothes in rnin , 





. s 
I don't even have 
to tron pajamas” 


It's hard to believe how 
amazingly free from wrinkles 
your clothes come out of a Gas 
dryer. You hardly need an 
ron for most cottons. 





only 


q 
1S LONG ISLAND 
dries clothes so 


fast... Costs SO LIGHTING COMPANY 


little to run! 























For Luncheons and Dinners 


The Patchogue Hotel 


ocated on the 


) 
ire for Banquets 
ther functions 


Modern Rooms and Suttes 


Montauk Highway 


Phones Patchogue 1254 and *00 














Wining and Dining 


e Continental Traditic 


RENDEZVOUS 
Restaurant 
292 Merrick Rd. Amityville 


Phone AMityville 4-1699 














Enroute to the Hamptons 
on Montauk Highway 
visit CASA BASSO 22 
Luncheon and Dinner 


Enjoy the Best 


Westhampton 4-184] 














For the Sea Food 
Connoisseur It’s 


SNAPPER 
INN 


on Connetquot River 
OAKDALE 
Phone SAyville 4-0248 


CLOSED MONDAYS 














Forum Articles Cited 


Articles on historical subjects 
published in New York State and 
selected as of special interest by 
James Taylor Dunn, Librarian of 
the New York State Historical 
Association, Cooperstown, include 
the following from the April and 
May issues of the Long Island 
Forum: Powell’s Purchase Revis 
ited, by Iris and Alonzo Gibbs; The 
Gay Nineties on Shelter Island, by 
Major Starr Gardiner Cooper; 
Banking by the Long Island Rail 
road, by Julian Denton Smith, and 
Shore Whaling Came First, by 
Paul Bailey 


Praise from Oneonta 


Please send the Forum for a yea! 

I have just returned from Cut 

chogue where | saw several copies 
in different homes 

My wife’s folks came from that 

Ve spent most of 

sur Vacations for the past 35 years 

there. You can see that I think it is 

God’s country. It is a great little 

paper 
larence V Ceperley 
Oneonta, N. Y. 


Enjoyed Trapfishing Story 


My brother Elva i Foxboro 
(Ma y and I enjoyed the trapfish 
Ing tory ou the June issue by 
Kugene S. Grffing as we know so 
many of the old time captains and 
thei familie (i and around 
(,reenport) 

(Mrs.) Eva Parson, 
New York City. 


St. Andrew's Dune Church 


We are in receipt of a small 
pamphlet entitled Saint Andrew’s 
l) ine ¢ h ire h, Fo inded 1879, So ith- 
ampton, New York. It was sent by 
H. B. Squires, Bridgehampton, long 
time Forum reader and occasional 
writer 

It reyrettable that such a cred 
itable compilation contains the 
name of neither author nor pub 

The history of the church, 

roing back only to 1879, Is 

in that its nave is a forme: 

tatior 

irch, standing close to the 

ocean, Was almost completely de- 
stroyed by the hurricane of Sep- 
tember 21, 1938. It was restored 
however and reopened the following 


June 








DINE AT 


FRANK FRIEDE’S 
Riverside Inn 


Table d’ Hote and a la Carte 


On Jericho Turnpike 
Route 25 


SMITHTOWN, L. LL, N. Y. 











Excellent Cusine 


Breakfast - Luncheon- Dinner 


HOTEL PATIO 


Telephone Westhampton 1300 
Modern Hotel Service 
Cocktail I ounpe 
Private Dining Rooms 


OPEN ALL YEAR 














Willie and Herman's” 


La Grange 


Montauk Highway Rast of Babylon 


Luncheons - Dinners 
Large New Banquet Hall 


Ie Babylon 480 




















STERN’S 


Pickle Products, Inc. 
Farmingdale, N. Y. 


Tels. 248; Night 891 


Complete Line of Condiments for the 
Hotel and Restaurant Trade 
Prompt Deliveries Quality Since 1890 
Faetory conveniently located at 
Farmingdale 














YOU’LL BE GLAD YOU TRIED 


LUNCHEON - DINNER (or SNACK) 


in the restful comfort of 


‘Ohe ‘Hospitality Shoppe 


where excellent food, skillfully prepared and promptly served, 


is primed to meet the better taste. 


lel. AMityville 4-4000 
“ASK YOUR FRIENDS WHO'VE TRIED IT” 


123 Louden Avenue Amityville, L. 1. 























